
Chair’s Report for 2017 

AGM of the Isle of Wight Group of the Motor Caravan Club 

Welcome everyone to this year’s AGM. We have several new members join us during the year and I ex 

tend a special welcome to them all. 

 From very small beginnings of just 10 vans we have grown and expanded our membership and our 

activities.  

We now have 38 vans in the Isle of Wight Group  which is a healthy number to make Rallies interesting 

and fun.  

Edwin has been busy ensuring we have had a full rally programme during the year, including some 

midweek rallies held mainly at the Fighting Cocks. Sam has proved to be very accommodating in 

allowing the Group to meet there and use the Pubs facilities.  

We have held 17 Rallies during the year,  all have been well attended, and the hosts have provided a 

range of activities to keep us entertained and active. 

Edwin has continued to offer the BBQ option at most Rallies which has always proved popular. 

The maximum number of vans attending a rally this year was 16, this was a great turn out at Heathfield 

for the old Gaffers event at Yarmouth.  

It was great to join Fred for his celebratory BBQ at the Adgestone Rally, there was a great turn out and 

good weather. 

A total 135 vans have been at Rallies this year including 6 vans from the mainland. As I write this we still 

have 2 Rallies to go. 

During the year it was agreed that we needed a bigger and better meeting tent, with this in mind a small 

group was tasked to researching what tent would best meet our requirements. The men spent time 

looking in to a variety of options and prices.  The tent was purchased with the option of adding an 

additional awning should we need it.  After the first couple of uses it was evident that the extension was 

needed so we added this to our equipment. The size of the group allows us to use a tent for our evening 

activities, no other group has this luxury  and has to rely on finding venues with a indoor facility or 

members have to meet in their vans. The tent means we can socialize even when the weather is cold 

and wet. Steve has purchased lighting for the tent, we can also use heaters if we have electricity but any 

gas heaters we have looked at have not been deemed to be safe. At the moment we have the use of 

two member’s heaters that have been useful, we will continue to explore options for heating the tent 

safely over the next season.  

The Committee continues to look at improving facilities for members attending Rallies and always 

welcome your thoughts on how best we can make our Club better.  



Some of the Committee are standing down this year, Kath Sutton,  Treasurer, myself as Chairman and 

Edwin as Rally Officer. I would like to express my thanks to these members for all the work they have 

done whilst serving on the Committee.   

Our Safety Officer Steve has investigated all aspects of safety that we need to comply with and has 

purchased the required equipment on behalf of the group to ensure that all the Rallies and events we 

hold have the Safety of members in mind. 

Other members have come forward to stand in their place which is a very healthy progression, they will 

be voted in later on in this meeting.  If any of you are interested in joining the Committee or 

volunteering in any way please let the Committee know. 

The Social Secretaries have kept the social side of the club busy and they have booked this year’s 

Christmas Dinner at the Fighting Cocks on the 2nd of December. 

 

 

 


